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May 9 - Transitional Deacon Ordination
10:00 am
Church of St. Mark, St. Paul 

May 12 - Membership Meeting  12:15 pm
Church of St. William (Downstairs)
Speakers:
Sister Teresa Rose and Sister Angelica
Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus

May 19 - BOARD MEETING  8:45 am
Church of St. Charles (Doran Hall)

May 26 -  Mass, Induction of New
Members, Installation of Officers, and
Membership Meeting  
11:30 am  
Celebrant:  Fr. Michael Panka
Church of St. William 
Speaker:  Patrick Norton 
Sister Annella--Servant of God-part 1

May 30 – Presbyteral Ordinations 10:00 am
Cathedral of St. Paul

June 9 -  Membership Meeting  12:15 pm
Church of St. William (Downstairs)
Speaker:  Debbie Koop
Serra Dist. 7 Governor

June 30
FEAST OF JUNIPERO SERRA  9:00 am
Mass at St. John Vianney Seminary Chapel 
Celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Hebda

Top News of the Month               
  New Serra Chaplain, Rev. Michael Panka
President’s Message                    
  Sacrament, Mystery, & Reconciliation
Speaker Highlights                       
  Catholic Services Appeal - Marci Franzen
Club Events & News  
  Newly Ordained Redemptorist Fr. Urban
  Seminarian vs Priest Basketball Tournament
  The Wheels on the Bus
  Spring Leadership
  Newman Connection
Call to Holiness
  World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
Notable News
  St. Junipero Serra Feast Celebration
  District Conference & Retreat
  Serra International Convention
  Board Briefs

Chartered on February 22,  1974
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UPCOMING EVENTS

A FIDELITY THAT GENERATES THE FUTURE (POPE LEO)
     
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/

NEW SERRA CHAPLAIN
REV. MICHAEL PANKA

The April 21st letter from Archbishop Hebda tells us most all we need
to know about the appointment of our new chaplain, but there is
much, much more to learn about Fr. Michael Panka. Here are a few
tidbits about him to help us prepare for a future meeting with him,
hopefully at one of our upcoming May meetings:

Born in 1989 in Enid, Oklahoma -- you may recognize the name of
the city, it was ravaged by a tornado on April 23
His father was an Air Force flight instructor, so young Michael did
move but was blessed to have spent most of his childhood
growing up in Lakeville, MN
At age 13 he felt his first calling to the priesthood after reading a
book about St. Columba; a very clear calling came during prayer
while attending the University of St. Thomas
"Incredibly shy" while growing up, he overcame that in part
through his participation in the Laboure Society which allowed
him to overcome his college debt before entering the priesthood
His passions of teaching and music are sure to benefit us; prior to
becoming a priest he taught at Holy Family Academy
He was ordained a priest on May 25, 2024, and is currently serving
as parochial vicar at the Church of St. Odilia

Please welcome and pray for our new chaplain!

by Tom Pomeroy
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In our newsletter issue last month, I mentioned that
in his General Audiences Pope Leo is embarking with
us on a new study of Vatican II and its teachings. He
has continued this by examining Lumen Gentium,
the Constitution on the Mystery of the Church. The
Council, he says, employs the term “mystery” with
great  care,  not  to  mean   something   obscure, but
rather the opposite, as used by St. Paul in his letter to
the Ephesians: a “mystery” that has been hidden for
all our history, but is now brought to the full light of
reality.
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• Chaplain – Open
• President
  
 

• President-Elect  

• Secretary 
  Rosemary Franzese
  612-990-2363   
  rf3308@aol.com
• Treasurer 
  Ted McCrossan
  612-490-4099    
  mccrossantmha@aol.com
• Communications 
   - Judy Makowske   612-781-1163
      judymakowske1@gmail.com
• Vocations 
    - MaryAnne Frank   612-669-4221
      mafrank09@gmail.com
    - Jim McGuire   612-804-0482
       mcguire.jim.e@gmail.com
    - Mark Eastham   651-788-3396
      meastham92@gmail.com
• Programs
    - Jo Lohnes   763-757-2990
       jolohnes512@yahoo.com
• Membership
    - Maureen Collins   612-850-3003
      maureen.okane.collins@gmail.com
    - Judie Collodora   763-784-2886
      7judie@gmail.com
• Trustees
    - Ken Cobian   612-789-2179
       kscobian@msn.com
    - Bonnie Conroy 651-276-2898
       bonconroy8@gmail.com
    - Larry Gillespie   651-253-2250
       larryg@usfamily.net
    - Norma Swanson   763-571-3288
      normaswanson@msn.com
• Serra Foundation Rep
     - Ken Cobian   612-789-2179
        kscobian@msn.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SACRAMENT, MYSTERY,
AND RECONCILIATION

 Tim Regan
 H  612-822-3082,  C  612-619-3078 

 twregan77@gmail.com

MaryAnne Frank
 C  612-669-4221

 mafrank09@gmail.com

The “hidden” mystery is that, by his death, Christ has reconciled us to God
our Father, and brings all of humanity together as one. Satan, the great
Divider, has been conquered. Our human nature, which was torn asunder
by sin, has been restored. The Church is the sign, that is, the sacrament (a
word derived from the Latin) or the “mystery,” (derived from the Greek) of
this healing and reconciliation. 

It’s impossible to reflect on the great truth of Lumen Gentium without
remembering the wonderful story of the two disciples at Emmaus.  They
are walking together on the day after Jesus’ resurrection. They are leaving
Jerusalem, heading back to Galilee (i.e., the wrong direction!). Along the
way they meet Jesus, but they do not recognize him. They say  to him,
“Are you the only one who does not know all the things that have
occurred these past few days in Jerusalem? ‘What things, Jesus asks
innocently. They tell him, and then Jesus proceeds to explain the whole of
scripture to them, and all the passages that relate to Himself. Alas, they
still don’t quite get it. But, when they reach the town and sit down for a
meal together, “….They recognized him in the breaking of the Bread.” 

Dear Serrans: the Emmaus disciples are us, our humanity, in microcosm.
We are traveling in the wrong direction, away from our brothers and
sisters. Without Jesus, we know the basic facts, but we don’t understand
what they mean. We don’t get it, until Jesus helps us to recognize the
reality of what he has done, through the Eucharist. 

Jesus gave us the Eucharist; he gave us the Church which is His Body; and
the priesthood, to preserve the Eucharist for all generations. He gave us
Pope Leo XIV, the successor of Peter. The sacred ministry of the Catholic
priesthood is our precious heritage. Think of it like the Viaticum: after
mass, the priest entrusts the consecrated host to us laypeople, to bring
home to those who need it. It’s our vocation. 

 Our job as Serrans is to give service to the priests of our archdiocese. Let’s
do it. 

mailto:twregan77@gmail.com
mailto:mafrank09@gmail.com


 

 

  Marci Franzen is the Director of the annual Catholic Services Appeal (CSA)
and has been in the position for the past two years. She came to our Serra
members to share what CSA is all about.
  The Catholic Services Appeal began serving our archdiocese in 1959. Over
the past 67 years, its reach has expanded and deepened to provide Christian
assistance to thousands of people in the larger archdiocese. Today, the CSA
raises over $8.5 million annually and supports ministries in three primary
areas:  Education, Discipleship and Evangelization, and Humanitarian Care.
  The CSA relies on gifts from the faithful throughout the archdiocese to
support the day-to-day needs of ministries central to our faith. They are
simply too large for one parish to support alone. Together, we are able to
grow in faith, serve those in need, educate our youth, and respect life at all
stages.

CSA ministries fall into three categories:
Educate in Faith—An essential component of the Church’s ministry is the education of the next generation of
disciples, as well as the continuing formation of all its members. It is accomplished through:

Elementary and High School Scholarships and Grants
Drexel Mission School Support
College Campus Ministry
Seminarian Support

Help Those in Need—The Church is called to make the love of Jesus tangible in the world today, especially to the
poor, the vulnerable, and those on the peripheries. This includes:

Shelter, Housing & Food Insecurity programs
Hospital Ministry
Prison Ministry
Respect Life Outreach
Life Fund Emergency Services

Discipleship and Evangelization—At the heart of the Church’s ministry is facilitating for its members an
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ. Central to what it means to be Catholic is the development of a
friendship with Jesus through prayer and reflection. This includes:

Marriage, Family and Youth Programs
Latino Ministry Programs
Indian Ministry
Deaf Ministry
Archdiocesan Council for Catholic Women

The way Catholic Services Appeal stays current with ministry needs is by regular visits with ministry partners,
requests for impact statements and with parish and pastor meetings. The CSA provides financial support to
ministries extending throughout the greater Archdiocese of Saint Paul & Minneapolis. The Archdiocese consists of
12 counties over 6,000 square miles, with approximately 720,000 Catholics.

”Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have. God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.” 
Hebrews 13:16

North-Minneapolis Serran News
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May 2026

Marci Franzen

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
February 24, 2026

by Jo Lohnes

https://www.archspm.org/catholic-services-appeal/
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CLUB EVENTS & NEWS ST ALPHONSUS HAS A
NEWLY ORDAINED REDEMPTORIST PRIEST

by Maureen Collins
  After nine years in formation, Deacon Steve Urban was
ordained a Redemptorist priest on April 18, 2026 at the Shrine
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Kansas City, MO. The
ordination was officiated by Cardinal Archbishop Joseph Tobin
of Newark, NJ, who is also a Redemptorist, formally known as
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (CSsR).  
  In his homily, Cardinal Tobin said, “Steve bears the name of
the first deacon in history (Stephen), and therefore he should
know that following Christ is not always easy. Steven has
chosen the Redemptorists, so he will go to preach not only
Christ, but the Abundant Redemption. That is, dying with
Christ to be resurrected with him.”
  Father Urban was born in 1988 in Salina, KS, where his parents
and younger brother still live. He graduated from Kansas State
with a Master of Accountancy in 2012, after which he spent five
years working as a tax accountant. His career took him to
Kansas City where he met the Redemptorists. Newly ordained Father Steve Urban 

  At first, his interest was piqued by the preaching of Father Denis Ryan, CSsR, especially his
ability to draw on his practical life experience prior to priesthood. As a young professional Fr.
Ryan’s approach helped him see how the Gospel spoke directly to his life. Then, getting to
know other Redemptorist priests assigned to Kansas City gave him the support and
encouragement he needed to make the important decision to enter the seminary.
  Father Urban has been assigned to St. Alphonsus Parish in Brooklyn Center, MN as a
seminarian, and then as deacon, for the past two years.  He says that his time in the Twin Cities
has been challenging for many of St. Al’s parishioners who were reluctant to leave their homes
due to the presence of ICE agents. For nearly two months, he delivered food and held
Communion services in parishioner’s homes.  It was difficult to see the financial and emotional
toll these circumstances placed them in, yet it was also a privilege to talk and pray with them.

  He will return to St. Alphonsus after his ordination
and looks forward to working with the Retrouvaille
program and supporting their youth group. Serra
member and parishioner Maureen Collins has been
talking with Fr. Urban about introducing the Newman
Connection program to parish graduating high school
students and parents. 

Father Steve Urban says, “I am excited to see how God
will use me!”

Cardinal Tobin gives a blessing to 
Father Steve Urban 

Continued on page 8 . . . 
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SEMINARIANS 
VS

PRIESTS
BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT

by Maureen Collins
  The Annual Priests vs Seminarians Basketball Tournament was held on Friday, April 17, 2026 at Hill Murray High
School in Maplewood, MN. Saint John Vianney Seminary (SJV) played the Saint Paul Seminary (SPS) in the first
game.  Although it was hard fought, the SPS seminarians won handily. 
  SPS was back on the court to compete against local priests for the second game of the evening. Again, the SPS
seminarians were the victors, although the priests nearly sent the game into overtime, with final score of 51-50.
Top scorers amongst the priests were: Father Joseph Wappes, parochial vicar of St. Joseph in West St. Paul; Father
Chris Yanta, parochial vicar of Holy Name of Jesus in Medina; and Father Aaron Nett, pastor of Holy Cross in
Harding, St. Michael in Buckman, St. John Nepomuk in Lastrup, and St. Joseph in Pierz, which are all located in the
Diocese of St. Cloud.
  Father Nett brought his very own cheering squad complete with professional looking posters featuring playfully
inspiring messages, such as - “We got spirit, yes we do, Holy Spirit lives in you,” “He can’t play but he can pray,” and
“Saving his energy for Sunday.”  His fan club was even more impressive considering his four parishes are all located
in Morrison County which is over 100 miles northwest of the Twin Cities.
  Other notables on “Team Priests” were Bishop Michael Izen and our very own Father Paul Shovelain, pastor of St.
John the Baptist in New Brighton. Bishop Izen surprised the crowd when he walked in dressed in shorts and a
hoodie, most attendees likely assumed he might be one of the coaches, instead he was a player!
  Each team wore official uniforms. The priests were dressed in black t-shirts, easily identifiable, because they
featured a clerical collar. Under his hoodie, Bishop Izen revealed the standard black t-shirt with clerical collar, in
addition to a large, white pectoral cross and chain made with white tape which was affixed onto the t-shirt just
prior to the game, according to Father Wappes.
  Your intrepid reporter apologizes for not securing the names of the top scoring seminarians but sadly was too
caught up in the excitement of the games to take notes.  She did however enjoy a lovely conversation with Ryan
Romens, father of Deacon Peter Romens, who will be ordained this May. Deacon Peter was a recipient of the Serra
Club of North-Minneapolis Seminarian Award in both 2024 and 2025.
  A highlight of the game was watching Archbishop Hebda. He graciously engaged with every single person who
approached him. After his line finally died down (approximately two hours into the evening), the archbishop spent
the rest of the night roaming the sidelines and bleachers, introducing himself to strangers who he left as friends.
We are so blessed to have him as our shepherd! 
  The St. Paul Serra Club including Alan and Mary Egging, Magnus and Grace Meier, Jeff Brinkman, John
Sprangers, and Kathleen Randolph (Serra District 7 Governor-Elect) ran the concession stand - hotdogs, chips, and
Skittles were big sellers. Overall, the event was a wonderful chance to hobnob with bishops, meet new priests, get
to know our seminarians, and spend time with fellow Serrans. This tournament is one of the most fun vocations
events of the year. I encourage you to attend in 2027.

SPS SEMINARIANS WIN 
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT



6

APRIL 2026North-Minneapolis Serran News

CLUB EVENTS & NEWS

THE WHEELS ON THE BUS
by Mark Eastham, Tom Pomeroy, Stella Roman

  It was a crisp spring morning on Thursday, April 9, when we
departed from Sacred Heart with 21 eighth graders in tow.
The boys’ destinations were St. John Vianney Seminary (SJV)
and St. Paul Seminary (SPS), while the girls headed to the
Little Sisters of the Poor.
  The boys were welcomed by two young, enthusiastic first-
year seminarians, Marshall and James. After brief
introductions, we headed into the St. John Vianney Chapel
where each visit reveals something new. Above the altar are
Latin phrases with profound meaning. What the seminarians
see while seated in the chapel is “Beloved Son,” while the
priest, standing behind the altar, sees “Priest Forever.” 
  Have you ever taken a close look at the crucifix in St. Mary’s
Chapel? You may notice that Jesus is not wearing a crown of
thorns. Why is that? The seminarians are invited to wear the
crown. The altar itself features the Alpha and Omega symbols
on each side, with Jesus at the center signifying all of time.  At
the front of the chapel stand statues of St. Joseph and the
Blessed Virgin Mary. These statues are over 100 years old and
came from the original Nazareth Hall Preparatory Seminary,
founded in 1923 by Archbishop Austin Dowling. It is wonderful
that this modern chapel holds such a meaningful piece of
history.
  Both James and Marshall shared their discernment stories
with the boys. James spoke about growing up in a family that
was “lukewarm” in their faith. As a sophomore in high school,
he heard a homily on repentance that stirred something
within him. He began Adoration with the Blessed Sacrament
and was confirmed during his junior year. He continued
praying, asking, “Is there something more for me?” At his
Confirmation, an unknown priest told him he would one day
become a priest, planting a seed that would later grow.  
James was accepted into St. John Vianney Seminary just one
week before graduating high school, and it is clear that he is
truly on fire for Jesus.
  Marshall, an only child who was homeschooled, shared that
he became heavily involved in video games at the age of ten.
Through online gaming, he was introduced to the “outside
world.” During this time, he formed an online friendship with
a girl he met while playing games. Through this relationship,
the Lord taught him how to love. Eventually, God asked him,
“Do you love me?” Marshall responded, “I will give you
everything if You are truly present in the Eucharist.” After
spending significant time in Adoration (common theme
here), he came to know that God is real.  It was an experience
that changed his heart forever. Marshall shared that he
desires to be a priest because he loves God, and you always
want to be with the one you love.
   Before heading to St. Paul Seminary, Marshall challenged
the boys to a 100meter dash on the St. Thomas track. He won,
and from that moment on, he was officially the coolest guy in
the group.

At St. Paul Seminary, Father Pavlak, Director of Vocations for
the Archdiocese met us and immediately brought us into St.
Mary’s Chapel, pointing out several highlights and statues.
One especially interesting detail was the placement of the
statues of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and St. John Neumann,
which directly face each other on opposite sides of the chapel.
There is a reason for this:  they were the first two American
saints, canonized in 1975 and 1977, respectively.
  The Venerable Fulton Sheen, who will be canonized on
September 24, 2026, in St. Louis, spent his early seminary
years at St. Paul Seminary, praying in this very chapel more
than 100 years ago.  After about 30 minutes with Fr. Pavlak,
we returned to the St. Thomas Chapel for Mass, stopping
briefly to watch a whiffle ball game at SJV. The boys
enthusiastically cheered on James. We were blessed to have
Mass celebrated by Fr. Bryan Pedersen, pastor of Sacred Heart
and an alumnus of St. Paul Seminary, Class of 2004.
  After the boys exited the bus at St John Vianney Seminary,
the girls spent their time attentively learning about a religious
vocation and in participating with the residents at Holy
Family Residence, a.k.a., Little Sisters of the Poor. Once inside
the facility, all eyes were on Sister Joseph Marie as she led the
girls first outside to the lovely courtyard where several girls at
a time took turns on the swinging-glider, and then back
inside to see the exercise area and the chapel. In the
gathering room, they watched a short video which beautifully
described the background and life of Little Sisters of the Poor.
After a Q&A session, we headed into the Chapel for Mass with
Bishop Pates as our celebrant.  That was special as he really
enjoyed their participation. The Sisters and several residents
attended, including three retired priests. We met up with
Leveda Faulkner, a resident Serran who is a member of the St.
Paul Club.  It was such a wonderful surprise! Leveda and I
recalled meeting each other at Our Lady of Guadalupe in St.
Paul last year during their gifting and installation of a painting
of St. Junipero Serra.
  Stella Roman enjoyed her first experience with the vocations
bus trip sharing, “What a great experience I had
accompanying the 8th grade girls from Sacred Heart Catholic
School on their Vocations visit with The Little Sisters of the
Poor. Their Youth Minister (Katie, who provided a wonderful
presence at 39 weeks pregnant!) accompanied the girls who
were polite, attentive, and had great fun bowling with the
residents. The residents were all smiles as they rolled the
adapted bowling balls towards the pins to cheers from
everyone.”
  Stella and I agreed that we are grateful for the opportunity to
participate and look forward to another rewarding bus trip
soon.
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SPRING LEADERSHIP

As Serrans, we have historically prayed for
our high school graduates as they take the
next step in their life, preparing themselves
for the work God is calling them to do. Judy
Cozzens, a Serran from the SW Metro Club,
initially came up with the idea to “connect”
graduates with the Newman Ministry
wherever they attend college. Working on
the sad fact that 80% of students stop
practicing their faith during college, Judy
developed a plan for Serrans to change this
dynamic.

to the RESCUE!
Her inspiration has grown into a well-
developed movement, now called “Faith
Forward,” which connects students to campus
ministry before they even leave home. Thanks
to Judy’s inspiration, nearly 50,000 students
are connected to their campus ministries each
year!  We are constantly ‘on our knees’ praying
for vocations, and now is the time to heartily
include our high school grads as they go on to
university to learn and discern the vocation to
which they are being called.
Let us pray!

by MaryAnne Frank

by Judy MaKowske
The Annual Spring Leadership Meeting for Serra District 7 and 7
South at our Lady of Grace in April was well attended by our
North-Minneapolis Serrans, including some of our new
members, who had the opportunity to participate and see Serra
on a larger scale.

Following a beautiful opening Mass, Father Joseph Taphorn, Rector of the St. Paul Seminary, provided insights into
the stages of formation for seminarians which have been upgraded in the last few years to include additional time
called the Propaedeutic Stage. (Because of this added seminarian formation, there are no Transitional Deacons
being ordained this year for our Archdiocese.)  Other valuable information was provided for each Serra leadership
position as individual tables were designated for Club Presidents, Secretaries, Vocations, Programs, Membership,
and Communications VP’s, each with specific manuals and handouts. 

Debbie Koop, Serra District Governor, and Kathleen Randolph, Governor-Elect, updated attendees on dates,
places, and times set for Serran events. 

See page 9 for Serra Feast Day Celebration, International Convention, and Fall Conference and Retreat information.

https://connection.newmanministry.com/
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Newly Ordained Continued . . . 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_58I6QdeR0 

The link below is to a
Redemptorist Denver
YouTube channel called “At
the Table with the
Redemptorists.”   It features
various Redemptorists
cooking. This video features
Fr. Steve Urban and a young
parishioner, whose mother
works at St Al’s, making a
dessert.  
It’s adorable! 

“To err is human, to forgive divine.” (Alexander
Pope: An Essay on Criticism) Sadly, making
mistakes is a fundamental part of our broken
human nature.  For me, it seems that I am
continually trying to prove:  “I’m human!” In
my brokenness, I find that beyond
discouragement, finding that sanctifying
grace of hope, I am given a gift of forgiveness
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Acknowledging our weaknesses and
sinfulness gives us new insight into God’s love
and mercy.  We recently heard Jesus’ words
repeated:  “Father, forgive them, they know
not what they do,” a tremendous act of
forgiveness! The Divine Mercy is
unfathomable!

So, are we here for this world or are we here
preparing for another world?  We learned in
the Catechism that we are here to know, love,
and serve God.  He makes it easier when we
can see Him in others.  In Christian charity, as
we reach out to those around us, we find ways
to emulate the love of Christ.

Jesus asked His apostles:  “Who do people
say I am?” As we follow His way, please, God,
we will be able to answer that question of
ourselves as we strive for holiness!

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR VOCATIONS

World Day of Prayer for Vocations on April 26 was
observed at St. Raphael, Crystal, by providing a
wonderful parish bulletin insert on vocations to
parishioners.  Pictured holding the insert is Pastor
Nick Hagen whose enthusiasm is contagious!
Other parishes, including St. Boniface in
Minneapolis, marked World Day for Vocations
with articles and photos. 

Photo from Jim McGuire

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_58I6QdeR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_58I6QdeR0
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SUBMIT NEWSLETTER CONTENT HERE:      SerraClub418@gmail.com
DEADLINE:  Submission of all articles and event photos are due on or before the 25th of the month.  

Editor:  Judy Makowske (612-781-1163)     Publisher:  Michelle Eastham (651-276-5158) 

Tuesday, June 30, 2026     
9:00AM

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SEMINARY
on UST campus

MASS CELEBRANT AND PRESENTER 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda

  Serrans are invited to attend to hear our wonderful Archbishop speak and
answer questions about the state of vocations in our region, our seminaries,
and his hopes for the future. Think about bringing a guest for member
recruitment to this event. 
  Each club is responsible to bring an item for the continental breakfast. North-
Minneapolis Serrans bring Donuts this year (3 – 4 Dozen total) to combine with
offerings from other local Serra Clubs.

NOTABLE NEWS

North-Minneapolis Serran News MAY 2026

   Serra’s 83rd International Convention will take place in
Indianapolis, Indiana, also known as “the crossroads of America!”
Indianapolis Serrans are excited to welcome you to their unique
yet all-American city. 
   As always, our Serra Convention is a profound opportunity for
spiritual growth and learning. Engage with well-known speakers
who will inspire with their deep wisdom and insights. From
practical workshops to inspiring keynote addresses, you’ll
enhance your faith and be equipped with the tools to strengthen
your efforts to foster and promote vocations! 

THE CROSSROADS OF AMERICA
INDIANAPOLIS, IN, USA

JULY 9-12, 2026

BOARD BRIEFS

     
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/

IMPORTANT UPDATES

Visit our NEW Website:

Starting this June, we are
transitioning to a single
monthly membership meeting
to better respect our members'
schedules. You can find the full
listing of club events under the
calendar tab on our club
website.

We are also refining our
newsletter to keep it concise.
"Serra Meets,” monthly "Prayer
for Priests,” and full Board
Minutes are moving off the
newsletter pages.  Our new and
streamlined "Board Briefs"
segment here in the newsletter
will share pertinent information
with the full membership as
needed.   “Serra Meets” and
monthly “Prayer for Priests” may
be found on our website under
the Calendar and Prayers tabs
respectively.

PRIVACY NOTE:
Please note that we will also be
discontinuing the public
posting of Prayer Intentions to
maintain member privacy.

Our site is now LIVE! 
It serves as the central hub for
all club news and events. Check
back often and share the link
with friends.      
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/

ST. JUNIPERO SERRA
FEAST CELEBRATION

District Conference and Retreat 
at King's House, November 20, 21, 22

https://serrainternational.org/convention-2026/
mailto:SerraClub418@gmail.com
https://serrainternational.org/
https://kingshouse.com/
https://kingshouse.com/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/index.php/calendar/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
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	UPCOMING EVENTS
	NEW SERRA CHAPLAIN REV. MICHAEL PANKA
	by Tom Pomeroy
	The April 21st letter from Archbishop Hebda tells us most all we need to know about the appointment of our new chaplain, but there is much, much more to learn about Fr. Michael Panka. Here are a few tidbits about him to help us prepare for a future meeting with him, hopefully at one of our upcoming May meetings:
	Born in 1989 in Enid, Oklahoma -- you may recognize the name of the city, it was ravaged by a tornado on April 23
	His father was an Air Force flight instructor, so young Michael did move but was blessed to have spent most of his childhood growing up in Lakeville, MN
	At age 13 he felt his first calling to the priesthood after reading a book about St. Columba; a very clear calling came during prayer while attending the University of St. Thomas
	"Incredibly shy" while growing up, he overcame that in part through his participation in the Laboure Society which allowed him to overcome his college debt before entering the priesthood
	His passions of teaching and music are sure to benefit us; prior to becoming a priest he taught at Holy Family Academy
	He was ordained a priest on May 25, 2024, and is currently serving as parochial vicar at the Church of St. Odilia
	Please welcome and pray for our new chaplain!
	North-Minneapolis     District 7     Club #418
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	CLUB OFFICERS 2025-2026
	PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE


	SACRAMENT, MYSTERY, AND RECONCILIATION
	• Chaplain – Open • President
	• President-Elect
	• Secretary    Rosemary Franzese   612-990-2363      rf3308@aol.com • Treasurer    Ted McCrossan   612-490-4099       mccrossantmha@aol.com • Communications     - Judy Makowske   612-781-1163       judymakowske1@gmail.com • Vocations      - MaryAnne Frank   612-669-4221       mafrank09@gmail.com     - Jim McGuire   612-804-0482        mcguire.jim.e@gmail.com     - Mark Eastham   651-788-3396       meastham92@gmail.com • Programs     - Jo Lohnes   763-757-2990        jolohnes512@yahoo.com • Membership     - Maureen Collins   612-850-3003       maureen.okane.collins@gmail.com     - Judie Collodora   763-784-2886       7judie@gmail.com • Trustees     - Ken Cobian   612-789-2179        kscobian@msn.com     - Bonnie Conroy 651-276-2898        bonconroy8@gmail.com     - Larry Gillespie   651-253-2250        larryg@usfamily.net     - Norma Swanson   763-571-3288       normaswanson@msn.com • Serra Foundation Rep      - Ken Cobian   612-789-2179         kscobian@msn.com
	Tim Regan  H  612-822-3082,  C  612-619-3078   twregan77@gmail.com
	MaryAnne Frank  C  612-669-4221  mafrank09@gmail.com
	In our newsletter issue last month, I mentioned that in his General Audiences Pope Leo is embarking with us on a new study of Vatican II and its teachings. He has continued this by examining Lumen Gentium, the Constitution on the Mystery of the Church. The Council, he says, employs the term “mystery” with great  care,  not  to  mean   something   obscure, but rather the opposite, as used by St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians: a “mystery” that has been hidden for all our history, but is now brought to the full light of reality.
	The “hidden” mystery is that, by his death, Christ has reconciled us to God our Father, and brings all of humanity together as one. Satan, the great Divider, has been conquered. Our human nature, which was torn asunder by sin, has been restored. The Church is the sign, that is, the sacrament (a word derived from the Latin) or the “mystery,” (derived from the Greek) of this healing and reconciliation.
	It’s impossible to reflect on the great truth of Lumen Gentium without remembering the wonderful story of the two disciples at Emmaus.  They are walking together on the day after Jesus’ resurrection. They are leaving Jerusalem, heading back to Galilee (i.e., the wrong direction!). Along the way they meet Jesus, but they do not recognize him. They say  to him, “Are you the only one who does not know all the things that have occurred these past few days in Jerusalem? ‘What things, Jesus asks innocently. They tell him, and then Jesus proceeds to explain the whole of scripture to them, and all the passages that relate to Himself. Alas, they still don’t quite get it. But, when they reach the town and sit down for a meal together, “….They recognized him in the breaking of the Bread.”
	Dear Serrans: the Emmaus disciples are us, our humanity, in microcosm. We are traveling in the wrong direction, away from our brothers and sisters. Without Jesus, we know the basic facts, but we don’t understand what they mean. We don’t get it, until Jesus helps us to recognize the reality of what he has done, through the Eucharist.
	Jesus gave us the Eucharist; he gave us the Church which is His Body; and the priesthood, to preserve the Eucharist for all generations. He gave us Pope Leo XIV, the successor of Peter. The sacred ministry of the Catholic priesthood is our precious heritage. Think of it like the Viaticum: after mass, the priest entrusts the consecrated host to us laypeople, to bring home to those who need it. It’s our vocation.
	Our job as Serrans is to give service to the priests of our archdiocese. Let’s do it.
	North-Minneapolis Serran News
	SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS
	February 24, 2026


	CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
	by Jo Lohnes
	Marci Franzen is the Director of the annual Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) and has been in the position for the past two years. She came to our Serra members to share what CSA is all about.   The Catholic Services Appeal began serving our archdiocese in 1959. Over the past 67 years, its reach has expanded and deepened to provide Christian assistance to thousands of people in the larger archdiocese. Today, the CSA raises over $8.5 million annually and supports ministries in three primary areas:  Education, Discipleship and Evangelization, and Humanitarian Care.   The CSA relies on gifts from the faithful throughout the archdiocese to support the day-to-day needs of ministries central to our faith. They are simply too large for one parish to support alone. Together, we are able to grow in faith, serve those in need, educate our youth, and respect life at all stages.
	Marci Franzen
	CSA ministries fall into three categories: Educate in Faith—An essential component of the Church’s ministry is the education of the next generation of disciples, as well as the continuing formation of all its members. It is accomplished through:
	Elementary and High School Scholarships and Grants
	Drexel Mission School Support
	College Campus Ministry
	Seminarian Support
	Help Those in Need—The Church is called to make the love of Jesus tangible in the world today, especially to the poor, the vulnerable, and those on the peripheries. This includes:
	Shelter, Housing & Food Insecurity programs
	Hospital Ministry
	Prison Ministry
	Respect Life Outreach
	Life Fund Emergency Services
	Discipleship and Evangelization—At the heart of the Church’s ministry is facilitating for its members an encounter with the person of Jesus Christ. Central to what it means to be Catholic is the development of a friendship with Jesus through prayer and reflection. This includes:
	Marriage, Family and Youth Programs
	Latino Ministry Programs
	Indian Ministry
	Deaf Ministry
	Archdiocesan Council for Catholic Women
	The way Catholic Services Appeal stays current with ministry needs is by regular visits with ministry partners, requests for impact statements and with parish and pastor meetings. The CSA provides financial support to ministries extending throughout the greater Archdiocese of Saint Paul & Minneapolis. The Archdiocese consists of 12 counties over 6,000 square miles, with approximately 720,000 Catholics.
	”Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have. God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.”  Hebrews 13:16
	North-Minneapolis Serran News
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	CLUB EVENTS & NEWS

	ST ALPHONSUS HAS A NEWLY ORDAINED REDEMPTORIST PRIEST
	by Maureen Collins
	After nine years in formation, Deacon Steve Urban was ordained a Redemptorist priest on April 18, 2026 at the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Kansas City, MO. The ordination was officiated by Cardinal Archbishop Joseph Tobin of Newark, NJ, who is also a Redemptorist, formally known as the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (CSsR).     In his homily, Cardinal Tobin said, “Steve bears the name of the first deacon in history (Stephen), and therefore he should know that following Christ is not always easy. Steven has chosen the Redemptorists, so he will go to preach not only Christ, but the Abundant Redemption. That is, dying with Christ to be resurrected with him.”   Father Urban was born in 1988 in Salina, KS, where his parents and younger brother still live. He graduated from Kansas State with a Master of Accountancy in 2012, after which he spent five years working as a tax accountant. His career took him to Kansas City where he met the Redemptorists.
	At first, his interest was piqued by the preaching of Father Denis Ryan, CSsR, especially his ability to draw on his practical life experience prior to priesthood. As a young professional Fr. Ryan’s approach helped him see how the Gospel spoke directly to his life. Then, getting to know other Redemptorist priests assigned to Kansas City gave him the support and encouragement he needed to make the important decision to enter the seminary.   Father Urban has been assigned to St. Alphonsus Parish in Brooklyn Center, MN as a seminarian, and then as deacon, for the past two years.  He says that his time in the Twin Cities has been challenging for many of St. Al’s parishioners who were reluctant to leave their homes due to the presence of ICE agents. For nearly two months, he delivered food and held Communion services in parishioner’s homes.  It was difficult to see the financial and emotional toll these circumstances placed them in, yet it was also a privilege to talk and pray with them.
	He will return to St. Alphonsus after his ordination and looks forward to working with the Retrouvaille program and supporting their youth group. Serra member and parishioner Maureen Collins has been talking with Fr. Urban about introducing the Newman Connection program to parish graduating high school students and parents.
	Father Steve Urban says, “I am excited to see how God will use me!”
	Continued on page 8 . . .
	Cardinal Tobin gives a blessing to  Father Steve Urban
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	CLUB EVENTS & NEWS
	SPS SEMINARIANS WIN  BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

	SEMINARIANS  VS PRIESTS
	BASKETBALL  TOURNAMENT
	by Maureen Collins
	The Annual Priests vs Seminarians Basketball Tournament was held on Friday, April 17, 2026 at Hill Murray High School in Maplewood, MN. Saint John Vianney Seminary (SJV) played the Saint Paul Seminary (SPS) in the first game.  Although it was hard fought, the SPS seminarians won handily.    SPS was back on the court to compete against local priests for the second game of the evening. Again, the SPS seminarians were the victors, although the priests nearly sent the game into overtime, with final score of 51-50. Top scorers amongst the priests were: Father Joseph Wappes, parochial vicar of St. Joseph in West St. Paul; Father Chris Yanta, parochial vicar of Holy Name of Jesus in Medina; and Father Aaron Nett, pastor of Holy Cross in Harding, St. Michael in Buckman, St. John Nepomuk in Lastrup, and St. Joseph in Pierz, which are all located in the Diocese of St. Cloud.   Father Nett brought his very own cheering squad complete with professional looking posters featuring playfully inspiring messages, such as - “We got spirit, yes we do, Holy Spirit lives in you,” “He can’t play but he can pray,” and “Saving his energy for Sunday.”  His fan club was even more impressive considering his four parishes are all located in Morrison County which is over 100 miles northwest of the Twin Cities.   Other notables on “Team Priests” were Bishop Michael Izen and our very own Father Paul Shovelain, pastor of St. John the Baptist in New Brighton. Bishop Izen surprised the crowd when he walked in dressed in shorts and a hoodie, most attendees likely assumed he might be one of the coaches, instead he was a player!   Each team wore official uniforms. The priests were dressed in black t-shirts, easily identifiable, because they featured a clerical collar. Under his hoodie, Bishop Izen revealed the standard black t-shirt with clerical collar, in addition to a large, white pectoral cross and chain made with white tape which was affixed onto the t-shirt just prior to the game, according to Father Wappes.   Your intrepid reporter apologizes for not securing the names of the top scoring seminarians but sadly was too caught up in the excitement of the games to take notes.  She did however enjoy a lovely conversation with Ryan Romens, father of Deacon Peter Romens, who will be ordained this May. Deacon Peter was a recipient of the Serra Club of North-Minneapolis Seminarian Award in both 2024 and 2025.   A highlight of the game was watching Archbishop Hebda. He graciously engaged with every single person who approached him. After his line finally died down (approximately two hours into the evening), the archbishop spent the rest of the night roaming the sidelines and bleachers, introducing himself to strangers who he left as friends. We are so blessed to have him as our shepherd!    The St. Paul Serra Club including Alan and Mary Egging, Magnus and Grace Meier, Jeff Brinkman, John Sprangers, and Kathleen Randolph (Serra District 7 Governor-Elect) ran the concession stand - hotdogs, chips, and Skittles were big sellers. Overall, the event was a wonderful chance to hobnob with bishops, meet new priests, get to know our seminarians, and spend time with fellow Serrans. This tournament is one of the most fun vocations events of the year. I encourage you to attend in 2027.
	North-Minneapolis Serran News
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	CLUB EVENTS & NEWS

	THE WHEELS ON THE BUS
	by Mark Eastham, Tom Pomeroy, Stella Roman
	North-Minneapolis Serran News

	CLUB EVENTS & NEWS
	SPRING LEADERSHIP
	by Judy MaKowske
	The Annual Spring Leadership Meeting for Serra District 7 and 7 South at our Lady of Grace in April was well attended by our North-Minneapolis Serrans, including some of our new members, who had the opportunity to participate and see Serra on a larger scale.
	Following a beautiful opening Mass, Father Joseph Taphorn, Rector of the St. Paul Seminary, provided insights into the stages of formation for seminarians which have been upgraded in the last few years to include additional time called the Propaedeutic Stage. (Because of this added seminarian formation, there are no Transitional Deacons being ordained this year for our Archdiocese.)  Other valuable information was provided for each Serra leadership position as individual tables were designated for Club Presidents, Secretaries, Vocations, Programs, Membership, and Communications VP’s, each with specific manuals and handouts.
	Debbie Koop, Serra District Governor, and Kathleen Randolph, Governor-Elect, updated attendees on dates, places, and times set for Serran events.
	See page 9 for Serra Feast Day Celebration, International Convention, and Fall Conference and Retreat information.


	to the RESCUE!
	by MaryAnne Frank
	As Serrans, we have historically prayed for our high school graduates as they take the next step in their life, preparing themselves for the work God is calling them to do. Judy Cozzens, a Serran from the SW Metro Club, initially came up with the idea to “connect” graduates with the Newman Ministry wherever they attend college. Working on the sad fact that 80% of students stop practicing their faith during college, Judy developed a plan for Serrans to change this dynamic.
	Her inspiration has grown into a well-developed movement, now called “Faith Forward,” which connects students to campus ministry before they even leave home. Thanks to Judy’s inspiration, nearly 50,000 students are connected to their campus ministries each year!  We are constantly ‘on our knees’ praying for vocations, and now is the time to heartily include our high school grads as they go on to university to learn and discern the vocation to which they are being called. Let us pray!
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	CALL TO HOLINESS
	“To err is human, to forgive divine.” (Alexander Pope: An Essay on Criticism) Sadly, making mistakes is a fundamental part of our broken human nature.  For me, it seems that I am continually trying to prove:  “I’m human!” In my brokenness, I find that beyond discouragement, finding that sanctifying grace of hope, I am given a gift of forgiveness through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Acknowledging our weaknesses and sinfulness gives us new insight into God’s love and mercy.  We recently heard Jesus’ words repeated:  “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do,” a tremendous act of forgiveness! The Divine Mercy is unfathomable!
	So, are we here for this world or are we here preparing for another world?  We learned in the Catechism that we are here to know, love, and serve God.  He makes it easier when we can see Him in others.  In Christian charity, as we reach out to those around us, we find ways to emulate the love of Christ.
	Jesus asked His apostles:  “Who do people say I am?” As we follow His way, please, God, we will be able to answer that question of ourselves as we strive for holiness!
	Photo from Jim McGuire



	WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  FOR VOCATIONS
	World Day of Prayer for Vocations on April 26 was observed at St. Raphael, Crystal, by providing a wonderful parish bulletin insert on vocations to parishioners.  Pictured holding the insert is Pastor Nick Hagen whose enthusiasm is contagious! Other parishes, including St. Boniface in Minneapolis, marked World Day for Vocations with articles and photos.
	Newly Ordained Continued . . .
	The link below is to a Redemptorist Denver YouTube channel called “At the Table with the Redemptorists.”   It features various Redemptorists cooking. This video features Fr. Steve Urban and a young parishioner, whose mother works at St Al’s, making a dessert.   It’s adorable!
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_58I6QdeR0
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