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Sept 08 - Mass   11:30 am, St. William
Membership Meeting  12:15 pm
Church of St. William (Downstairs)
Speaker:  Judy Cozzens, Serra USA

Sept 15 - Board Meeting  8:45 am
Church of St. Charles (Doran Hall)

Sept 27 - Priesthood Sunday

Oct 13 - Mass   11:30 am, St. William
Membership Meeting  12:15 pm
Church of St. William (Downstairs)
Speaker:  Jennifer Mak

Oct 20 – Board Meeting  8:45 am
Church of St. Charles (Doran Hall)

Nov 1-7 – Nat’l Voc. Awareness Week 
Promoted by the USCCB & Serra

Nov 10 – Mass  11:30 am, St. William
Memorial Service for Deceased Serrans
Membership Meeting 12:15 pm
Church of St. William (Downstairs)
Speaker: Jane Bona

Nov 17 – Board Meeting  8:45 am
Church of St. Charles (Doran Hall)

Nov 20 – Serra Conference  9:30 am
Kings House Retreat Center

Nov 20-22 - Serra Retreat
Chartered on February 22,  1974

North-Minneapolis     District 7     Club #418

UPCOMING EVENTS

Archbishop–Elect of Damascus, Syria 

SERRA CLUB OF NORTH-MINNEAPOLIS 
CHAPLAIN 1991 – 1994 

God made you for this challenge and honor,
And gave you friends to back you up in prayer.

You gifted us with your loving guidance 
We now place you in Blessed Mother’s care. 

A Spiritual Bouquet sign-up will be available for 
Archbishop Elect Sharbel Maroun 

at our September 8 meeting. 

ABOUNA SHARBEL MAROUN 

https://www.archspm.org/
https://serrainternational.org/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/index.php/calendar/


• Chaplain  -  Fr. Michael Panka

• President 
   MaryAnne Frank   612-669-4221 

• President Elect
   Mark Eastham  651-788-3396

• Secretary 
  Rosemary Franzese   612-990-2363   
  
• Treasurer 
  Tom Pomeroy   612-418-4986    
 
• Communications 
  Judy Makowske   612-916-9912
  Loretta Thielen   763-477-1737 

• Vocations 
  Judy Makowske   612-916-9912
  Maureen Collins   612-850-3003 
  Jim McGuire   612-804-0482
  Mark Eastham   651-788-3396
      
• Programs
  Jo Lohnes   763-757-2990
  Carrie Pomeroy   763-438-0487
       
• Membership
  Judie Collodora   763-784-2886
  Carrie Pomeroy   763-438-0487

• Trustees
  Matt Bona   651-206-9676 
  Ken Cobian   763-232-5981
  Ted McCrossan   612-490-4099
  Stella Roman   612-790-0397
      
• Serra Foundation Rep
  Ken Cobian   763-232-5981

  
  

MaryAnne Frank
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NEWSLETTER
 Michelle Eastham 

 SerraClub418@gmail.com

As Serrans, our mission calls us to pray.

Coming from so many different walks of life,
we find ourselves united in our love,
admiration, and support of ordained and
religious. Recently, I commented that my
list of those asking for prayers had become  
close  to overwhelming  and also  that  I had

started lighting a candle (battery operated) at a household shrine
of our Lady.  (Each time I pass through our front hallway, I am
reminded of the promised prayers). After our conversation, it
occurred to me that our candles are called ‘votive’ candles, but I
wasn’t aware of the origin until looking the term up in a
dictionary:  “given by vow, or in fulfillment of a vow or promise . . .” 

Knowing the deeper meaning of a votive candle has made my
promises of prayer more intentional. I still like to stop and pray
with the person asking at the very moment I am asked, but this
practice has made my prayer more deliberate and for me, more
meaningful.

The role of prayer within the mission of our Serra apostolate
makes our work more real and purposeful. We only fool ourselves
if we think that our kinetic activity is that which is promoting
vocations. A number of our members have become homebound
and find it difficult to attend meetings, yet their prayers provide
the source of grace that fuels our programs and activities! Their
prayers and ours together, yield the fruit of our work!

Soon we will be celebrating Priesthood Sunday. There is no better
way to honor our shepherds, homilists, and confessors than by
offering our prayers asking the Holy Spirit to strengthen and
guide them. Be part of the process and ask our Vocation
committee members how you can work with them to honor and
support the priest that has answered his call to bring you the
Word and the Eucharist at Mass! We grow in Spirit when prayer
fills our hearts!

Prayer
frmichael@stodilia.org

mailto:SerraClub418@gmail.com
mailto:frmichael@stodilia.org
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THE SISTER ANNELLA GUILD
Monsignor David Baumgartner and Amanda Zurface

Our Serra Club welcomed Monsignor David Baumgartner and Amanda
Zurface to share information about the Sister Annella Guild and the life of
Servant of God Sister Annella Zervas. Monsignor David serves as the
Episcopal Delegate for the diocesan inquiry and as President of the Sister
Annella Guild.  Amanda Zurface serves as the diocesan postulator for the
Cause of Canonization of Servant of God Sister Annella Zervas, OSB.

The following text is taken directly from the presentation shown to
our Serra Club members.
The Sister Annella Guild is dedicated to sharing Sister Annella’s story
and supporting her canonization process through financial
contributions. They are a private association of the faithful under the
guidance of the Most Reverend Andrew H. Cozzens, STD, DD, Bishop of
the Diocese of Crookston, MN.

Many themes shaped Sister Annella’s life:  kindness, humor, deep devotion to the Eucharist, love for the Blessed
Mother, and profound suffering united with Jesus.

Sister Annella was born Anna Cordelia on April 7, 1900, in Moorhead, Minnesota, within the Diocese of Crookston.
She attended St. Joseph’s School in Moorhead, founded in 1880 by the Benedictine Sisters of St. Benedict’s
Convent, St. Joseph, Minnesota, from 1906 to 1914. After graduating from St. Joseph’s School, Anna attended the
Sacred Heart Academy in Fargo. Anna’s kindness and obedience endeared her to her parents and friends. She
was especially careful not to hurt others.

ENCOURAGING A YOUNG VOCATION
When Anna’s parents, Hubert and Emma, feared she was too young to enter religious life, Father Alfred, her
spiritual director, told them, “Do not stand in her way; she is not too young to give herself to God.” Her parents
then gladly consented to give her back to God.

HER CALL TO RELIGIOUS LIFE
Anna entered Saint Benedict’s Monastery in Saint Joseph, Minnesota, at 15-years-old. From an early age, her heart
was devoted to belonging entirely to God.

RECEPTION OF THE BENEDICTINE HABIT
A notable incident occurred after this ceremony. Anna rushed to tell her parents her new religious name, Sister
Mary Annella. Her mother remarked at once, not unkindly, “But there is no Saint Annella,” to which Sister Annella,
concealing her slight disappointment at this reaction to the name by which she would henceforth be known,
replied firmly, “Then I shall have to be the first one!” Sister Annella professed her temporary vows on July 11, 1919—
the feast of St. Benedict—marking the end of her novitiate and the beginning of her formal life in the Benedictine
community. In a letter written on August 8, she expressed the profound joy of this commitment, writing, “Words
cannot come near expressing the happiness of belonging to Jesus. But a still greater feast awaits me, if God
wills, when I can say, ‘I am Thine, my Jesus, forever!’”

CREATED FOR FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD
“I don’t know what we would do without Holy Communion every day…Jesus is the only One who really
understands us and can help us.”   Sister Annella Continued on next page  . . .

https://sisterannella.org/
https://sisterannella.org/
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SUFFERING AS A PATH TO HOLINESS
Sister endured profound physical pain, along with deep emotional and spiritual trials. Yet her suffering did not
draw her away from Christ. On the contrary, it became a gift, a path to deeper intimacy with God, and a road to
holiness.  She offered her sufferings as prayer, transforming pain into intercession.

A FATHER’S PLEA FOR HEALING
At the time Sister Annella began to grow seriously ill, Father André Bessette was widely regarded as a holy priest.
Most likely because of the family’s French-Canadian roots, they knew of him. The story is that Sister Annella’s
father, Hubert Zervas, wrote to Father André to ask for a miracle of healing. Father André replied that Sister
Annella was to suffer “for the entire generation.” 
 “I offer my sufferings as a prayer. If God had wanted me to pray, He would have given me the ability.” Sister
Annella

OFFERING EVERYTHING TO JESUS THROUGH MARY
“I feared that the pain might become so great that I might forget to make an offering of it, so I gave it all to the
Blessed Virgin Mary to take care of for me, so that nothing of it would be lost.”  Sister Annella

THE FINAL SUFFERING OF SISTER ANNELLA
Sister Annella endured a mysterious illness, a severe skin disease, and painful stomach problems that left her
unable to eat much. Her skin condition brought violent chills, high fevers, intense itching, and the loss of large
amounts of skin each day. Amid her suffering, she would pray, “All for Jesus. All for Jesus.” She died on August 14,
1926, at the age of 26.

SISTER ANNELLA’S BURIAL SITE
Sister Annella is buried at St. Benedict’s Monastery Cemetery in St. Joseph, Minnesota, and the cemetery is open
to all.

OPENING MASS FOR THE CAUSE OF CANONIZATION 
On October 9, 2025, the Opening Mass and First Session of the Diocesan Inquiry of the Servant of God Annella
Zervas was held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Crookston, Minnesota.

“SERVANT OF GOD”
At the opening Mass, Monsignor Robert Sarno announced that Sister Annella is now a Servant of God, and that
the investigation into her life for beatification and canonization is now underway.

CANONIZATION PROCESS
Servant of God – A cause is opened after a person’s death; the Church begins investigating their life and virtues.

Venerable – The Pope declares the person lived a life of heroic virtue after reviewing evidence.

Beatification (Blessed) – Requires one verified miracle attributed to the person’s intercession (except martyrs).
The person can be publicly honored.

Canonization (Saint) – Requires a second verified miracle after beatification. The Pope officially declares the
person a saint of the universal Church.
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Sister Annella continued . . .  



All Redemptorists (CSsR) 

From Left-Brother Scott Partin; Fr. John Schmidt, Pastor, St.
Alphonsus; Fr. Kevin Zubel, Provincial Superior- Denver
Province and Mass Celebrant; and Fr. Aaron Meszaros, Vicar
Provincial-Denver Province. 
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PROFESSION OF PERPETUAL VOWS 
ON FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 

by Maureen Collins 
   On August 15, 2026, the Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Frater (Brother) Scott Partin
professed perpetual vows as a Redemptorist at Saint
Alphonsus Catholic Church in Brooklyn Center, MN. This
blessed event began with a Rosary Procession, organized
by the parish Latino ministry, walking and praying
around the perimeter of the St. Alphonsus campus. The
Feast of the Assumption fell on a Saturday this year, so
the Profession of Final Vows was held during the
Saturday evening anticipatory Mass. 
   The choir led the congregation in the beautifully sung
Litany of the Saints. The Redemptorist Order has a
tradition of conducting professions of perpetual vows,
and diaconal and priestly ordinations at a standard Mass
in Redemptorist parishes. The parishioners are often
quite surprised when accidentally stumbling upon one of
these very special Masses. Many parishioners say that
attending a Mass like this has been their favorite Mass
experience of all time. 
   Frater Partin looks forward to his ordination to the diaconate in late September and receiving the Sacred Order
of the Presbyterate in 2027. He follows in the footsteps of his older brother Lamar, who is also a Redemptorist
Priest. 
   Frater Scott Partin was raised in New Orleans, where he began volunteering at the National Shrine of Blessed
Xavier Seelos. His experiences there inspired him to learn more about the Congregation of the Most Holy
Redeemer (also known as the Redemptorist order), which he officially joined in 2018. 

BROTHER
PAUL

JOSEPH
JONES

Franciscan Brother of the
Renewal Paul Joseph Jones

with Father David Blume
(former Archdiocesan

Vocation Director.)

Final Profession of Vows to 
Franciscan Brothers of the Renewal

   The CFR’s were founded on April 28, 1987 in the Archdiocese of
New York by a group of Capuchin friars to respond to a desire to
work more definitively for personal & communal renewal and the
ongoing reform of the church. In imitation of St. Francis of Assisi,
the friars seek to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, as a prophetic
witness that life is a pilgrimage to the Father, of faith, hope, and
love of God and neighbor, made possible by the Holy Spirit.

   Brother Paul Joseph Jones family members attend St. Paul in
Ham Lake and had early ties to St. Charles Borromeo Parish.
Brother Paul’s brother Is Fr. Colin Jones and cousin is Fr. Sebastian
Spencer, both diocesan priests in the Archdiocese of St.
Paul/Minneapolis.
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CLUB EVENTS & NEWS

   A unique club ... no rules, no fees, no meetings, and
no newsletters.  Each member chooses one date  in
the month and offers Mass on that day for Church
vocations.  At this Mass, the member prays for all
priests, sisters, brothers, and deacons who have served
in the parish in the past, for those who are now
serving, and that future Church vocations will be
forthcoming from the parish.  
   Anyone can join.  Just pick a date.  Then, each month
for the next year, offer your Mass on that date.  
   With thanks to Betty Litchy for updating the North-
Minneapolis Thirty-One Club list of Serrans offering
Mass, specifically for Church Vocations on a
designated day each month. The updated calendar as
of August 2026 follows:

Madeline Hoopman 
Betty Litchy 
Loretta Thielen 
Tim Regan and Theresa Lund 
Norma Swanson 
Vickie Osborne 
Carrie Pomeroy and Roscella Connelly 
MaryAnne Frank, Marge and Matt Bona 
Larry Gillespie 
Stella Roman 
Maureen Collins and Jo Lohnes 
Jim McGuire 
Rosemary Franzese 
Esther Guzik 
Mark Eastham and Rita Ranallo 
Jackie Pavlak 
Christine Shannon 
Stephen Frank 
Tom Pomeroy 
Jerry Swanson 
Judy Makowske 
Joellyn Soler 
Michelle Eastham 
Jackie Huber 
Ken Cobian and Bonnie Conroy 
Donna Engelmeyer 
Micki Gottwalt and Elizabeth Moldenhauer 
Mary Krawczynski and Mary Szydlik 
Judie Collodora and Denis Madden 
Patrick Shannon 
Mary McCrossan 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

  One of the 5 P's of new membership is prayer. Can
you join us in praying the nine day rosary Novena to
Our Lady of the Rosary for new membership?
Starting on 9/29 and ending on 10/7 the feast of our
Lady of the Rosary.

   My dearest Mother Mary, behold me, your child, in
prayer at your feet. Accept this Holy Rosary, which I
offer you in accordance with your requests at Fatima,
as proof of my tender love for you, for the intentions
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in atonement for the
offenses committed against your Immaculate Heart,
and for this special favor which I earnestly request in
my Rosary Novena: for new membership in our Serra
club. 

  I beg you to present my petition to your Divine Son.
If you will pray for me, I cannot be refused. I know,
dearest Mother, that you want me to seek God's Holy
Will concerning my request. If what I ask for should
not be granted, pray that I may receive that which
will be of greater benefit to my soul.

   I offer you this spiritual Bouquet of Roses because I
love you. I put all my confidence in you since your
prayers before God are most powerful. For the
greater glory of God and for the sake of Jesus, your
loving Son, hear and grant my prayer. Sweet Heart of
Mary, be my salvation.

Mother Mary, mother of all vocations, 
pray for us!
St Joseph, protector of all families, 
Pray for us!
St. Junipero Serra, patron of all Serrans, 
Pray for us!
St. John Marie Vianney, patron of parish priests, 
pray for us!
St. Charles Borromeo, patron of seminarians,
pray for us!

The Rosary is prayed for nine consecutive days.

PRAY AND THEY WILL COME
by Carrie Pomeroy



*Mother of Mary Krawczynski
**Father of Michelle Eastham 

 

Jean Buchman 
Bonnie Conroy 
Larry Gillespie 

Esther Guzik 
*Virginia Krawczynski 

**Katherine Lager 
Michaeline Loomis 

Dennis Madden 
***Don Marah 

Lorrie Morse 
Jackie Pavlak 
Jack Quesnell

Tom Silver 
Joe Spano 

Mary Szydlik
Marlene Tacheny

 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR:

Priests who will start new 
assignments in July. 

CLUB EVENTS & NEWS

 

Please keep in your prayers:

North-Minneapolis Serran News
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PRAYER INTENTIONS.

SEPTEMBER 2026

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR:

Seminarians and their families
       as they begin a  new school         
       year. 

For men discerning a call to
the diaconate. 

For the health of Bishop Kevin
       Kenney. 

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: 

Fr. Mark Pavlak, Archdiocesan
      Vocations  Director

Angie Koenig, Vocations Office
       Coordinator

Sisters in Jesus  the Lord,
Russia

For Lucy Maloney, entering the 
      Carmel of Jesus Crucified

Jean Buchmann 
Bonnie Conroy 
Larry Gillespie 

Esther Guzik 
*Virginia Krawczynski  

Michaeline Loomis 
Denis Madden

**Donald Marah
Jackie Pavlak 
Jack Quesnell

Tim & Jenni Regan
Joellyn Soler

Joe Spano
Jerry Swanson

Johnnie Swanson
Mary Szydlik

Marlene Tacheny
*Mother of Mary Krawczynski
**Father of Michelle Eastham

 

SEMINARIAN FAMILY PICNIC 
Hosted by Serrans for the Archdiocese

by Judie Collodora and Ken Cobian 
On Tuesday, August 11, four members of our North-Minneapolis Serra Club, Tom
and Carrie Pomeroy, Ken Cobian, and Judie Collodora, joined with other Serra Club
members to host the annual Seminarian/Family Picnic at Highland Park picnic
reserve in St. Paul. The Serra Clubs again provided the food and beverages and
helped set up the event. 

Our new District Governor, Kathleen Randolph, thanked those involved and
Archdiocesan Vocation Director, Fr. Mark Pavlak, gave the Blessing of the Food. 

Many Seminarians, their parents, and siblings attended and from the volume in the
room, ALL were having a good time! It was such a fun, relaxed atmosphere and
there was much sharing amongst families and Serra members. I think the support
for parents, who are new to the "journey" of following their sons through seminary
education and formation, was important. 

Once again, Serran Emeritus, Lorri Kaas, and her husband, Fran, picked up the
refreshments and ice and delivered them to the picnic for our North-Minneapolis
contribution to the festivities. We are very grateful to them for this help over the
past five years and have enrolled them in our Memorial Book for remembrance in
monthly Masses and prayers. 

This was a very joyful event with a lot of conversation and laughter among the
attendees. One of the seminarians, who was recently honored at our Seminarian
Awards dinner last March, approached, along with his mother, to thank us for the
Serra monetary award and for being recognized at this event, which meant a lot to
him.  We look forward to next year's gathering and renewing friendships. 
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SPIRITUAL BENEFITS 
FOR SERRANS

Spiritual Benefits are available to the members of all Serra
Clubs because of Serra International’s affiliation with the
Pontifical Work for Priestly Vocations.

A plenary indulgence is granted on the day a person joins
the society if he or she receives the Sacrament of Penance
and of Holy Eucharist and prays for the intentions of the Holy
Father.

Also on the following upcoming days:

September 8   Nativity of Our Lady
September 12   Holy Name of Mary
September 14   Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 15   The Seven Sorrows
September 21   St. Matthew
September 24   Our Lady of Mercy  

A partial indulgence of 100 days may be gained for each act
of charity or of piety performed by the members to further
the ends of the society.

A plenary indulgence is granted at the moment of death,
when the person has confessed and received Holy
Communion, or is at least contrite, and when he has devoutly
invoked Our Lord’s Holy Name, orally if he is able to do so,
and in his heart if he is unable to speak, and shall have been
resigned to death as the penalty of sin and as something
that comes to him from the hand of the Lord.

All the Masses offered by any priest for the soul of a member
who has died in the state of grace are to profit that soul just
as if the Masses were offered at a privileged altar.

by Fr. Michael Panka

BECOMING 
SAINTS

   “Lord, teach us to pray.” (Luke 11:1). The apostles asked
Jesus how to pray. His response was the Lord’s Prayer,
the Our Father. 
   The Our Father teaches many lessons about prayer,
but its first two lessons are contained in its first and
second words. Our Father—these two words are rich in
revelation. For God is not just Master, He is not just
Creator, He is not just omnipotent Ruler—He is also
Father. And not just Jesus’ Father. Not just my Father.
But, our Father. 
   What is a father? One of the Latin words for father is
genitor. It means “he who begets.” And what the
genitor begets is genitus, that is, “begotten.” 
   Brothers and sisters, when we call God, Our Father,
we are saying that we are begotten by Him. This has a
two-fold significance. For what is begotten comes forth
from and should also return to the one who begat it.
One of the best images of this profound relationship is
the image of a father holding his child. In such an
image we see that the child who comes forth from his
father is not abandoned. 
  This is as it should be. For it is in the nature of true
fatherhood that a father be for his son a foundation
and a guide of his growth and of his flourishing. In
other words, it is a healthy child who is able to say to his
father, “Daddy, I want to be just like you when I grow
up.” 
   Just so do we say to our heavenly Father each time
we pray the Lord’s Prayer: “Father in Heaven, I want to
be like Thee. Shape me in Thine own image. Make me
like Thyself in love.” In short, “Father, make me a saint.”
For the saint is like his Father. 
   But here we must return to that other word “our.”
Again, God is not just my Father, but our Father. God is
the progenitor of many children, and all are dear to
Him. How, then, can we be like Him, how can we be
saints, if we do not love what He loves. 
 
 

PRAYING TO 
OUR FATHER

   What does this mean? It means that our prayer is only
perfected in obedience to the commandments: First
that we should love the Lord our God with all our mind,
our soul, and our strength, but second, that we should
love our neighbor as ourselves. 
   For just as we are called sons of the Most High by
adoption through the Son, Jesus Christ, so Our
Heavenly Father yearns to gather to Himself yet many
more children. For it is in His heart that all men be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (cf. 1
Timothy 2:4). 
   Thus, when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, let us keep in
mind both the promise and hope, that we and all are
made to be like God, Our Father. 
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SUBMIT NEWSLETTER CONTENT HERE:      SerraClub418@gmail.com
DEADLINE:  Submission of all articles and event photos are due on or before the 25th of the month.  

Editor:  Judy Makowske (612-781-1163)     Publisher:  Michelle Eastham (651-276-5158) 

Serra North Central Region 8
Fall Conference & Retreat
King’s House Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20-22, 2026

NOTABLE NEWS

North-Minneapolis Serran News SEPTEMBER 2026

BOARD BRIEFS

     
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/

I M P O R T A N T  
U P D A T E S

Visit our NEW Website:
Our site is LIVE! 

It serves as the central hub
for all club news and
events. Check back often
and share the link with
friends.      
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/

This is the weekend we’ve been 
anticipating to reinvigorate our Serra work 
and refresh our souls!
THIS IS A TWO-PART EVENT 
The Fall Conference is open to all Serrans in Region 8 whether or not they are
able to attend the retreat. This is our Region in action. Come and see what
Serra Clubs are doing and meet Serrans from around the state and
surrounding region. The first day of the get-away on November 20 is dedicated
to speakers, displays, club reports, and social time with Serrans from the
Dakotas, Wisconsin, and all over Minnesota! Check-in time is 9:30 a.m. for the
conference. Reservations are being accepted now by Charlene Zachman,
District Treasurer, 763- 497-3305, charzach2015@gmail.com. The day-long
event includes a break for lunch and a late afternoon gathering. Time to meet
and visit with other Serrans continues over dinner at 6 p.m. for those who are
staying for the retreat!  The silent retreat portion of the weekend commences
Friday night at 8:00 p.m. with a talk by our Retreat Master. Throughout the
weekend, there will be opportunity for Mass on Saturday and Sunday,
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, additional talks by the retreat leader, a
service for deceased Serrans, private devotions, confession, quiet time, and  
meals and snacks.  

To make your reservation, contact Christ the King Retreat Center.

Serra Meetings for
September, October,
and November will all
be on the 2nd Tuesday
of the Month:
 September 8 
  October 13
  November 10

The Christmas Party is
planned for Wednesday,
December 23

- the day after Labor Day

 

September 27, 2026
The last Sunday of September every year. 

Sponsored by SerraClubs in USA

 
An Opportunity to 

honor and express gratitude for our Catholic priests, reaffirm
the priesthood of Jesus Christ, and foster new vocations. 

Ways to Participate 
Pray: Offer special prayers or intentions during the Mass and
daily prayers for local priests, or send a Spiritual Bouquet.
Express Gratitude: Send a thank-you card, write a letter of
appreciation, or invite a parish or retired priest to dinner. 

mailto:SerraClub418@gmail.com
https://serrainternational.org/
https://kingshouse.com/
https://kingshouse.com/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
https://www.serraclubnmpls.org/
https://kingshouse.com/
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	The following text is taken directly from the presentation shown to our Serra Club members.
	The Sister Annella Guild is dedicated to sharing Sister Annella’s story and supporting her canonization process through financial contributions. They are a private association of the faithful under the guidance of the Most Reverend Andrew H. Cozzens, STD, DD, Bishop of the Diocese of Crookston, MN.
	Many themes shaped Sister Annella’s life:  kindness, humor, deep devotion to the Eucharist, love for the Blessed Mother, and profound suffering united with Jesus.


	Sister Annella was born Anna Cordelia on April 7, 1900, in Moorhead, Minnesota, within the Diocese of Crookston. She attended St. Joseph’s School in Moorhead, founded in 1880 by the Benedictine Sisters of St. Benedict’s Convent, St. Joseph, Minnesota, from 1906 to 1914. After graduating from St. Joseph’s School, Anna attended the Sacred Heart Academy in Fargo. Anna’s kindness and obedience endeared her to her parents and friends. She was especially careful not to hurt others.
	ENCOURAGING A YOUNG VOCATION
	When Anna’s parents, Hubert and Emma, feared she was too young to enter religious life, Father Alfred, her spiritual director, told them, “Do not stand in her way; she is not too young to give herself to God.” Her parents then gladly consented to give her back to God.

	HER CALL TO RELIGIOUS LIFE
	Anna entered Saint Benedict’s Monastery in Saint Joseph, Minnesota, at 15-years-old. From an early age, her heart was devoted to belonging entirely to God.

	RECEPTION OF THE BENEDICTINE HABIT
	A notable incident occurred after this ceremony. Anna rushed to tell her parents her new religious name, Sister Mary Annella. Her mother remarked at once, not un­kindly, “But there is no Saint Annella,” to which Sister Annella, concealing her slight disappointment at this re­action to the name by which she would henceforth be known, replied firmly, “Then I shall have to be the first one!” Sister Annella professed her temporary vows on July 11, 1919—the feast of St. Benedict—marking the end of her novitiate and the beginning of her formal life in the Benedictine community. In a letter written on August 8, she expressed the profound joy of this commitment, writing, “Words cannot come near expressing the happiness of belonging to Jesus. But a still greater feast awaits me, if God wills, when I can say, ‘I am Thine, my Jesus, forever!’”

	CREATED FOR FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD
	“I don’t know what we would do without Holy Communion every day…Jesus is the only One who really understands us and can help us.”   Sister Annella
	Continued on next page  . . .
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	Sister Annella continued . . .
	SUFFERING AS A PATH TO HOLINESS
	Sister endured profound physical pain, along with deep emotional and spiritual trials. Yet her suffering did not draw her away from Christ. On the contrary, it became a gift, a path to deeper intimacy with God, and a road to holiness.  She offered her sufferings as prayer, transforming pain into intercession.

	A FATHER’S PLEA FOR HEALING
	At the time Sister Annella began to grow seriously ill, Father André Bessette was widely regarded as a holy priest. Most likely because of the family’s French-Canadian roots, they knew of him. The story is that Sister Annella’s father, Hubert Zervas, wrote to Father André to ask for a miracle of healing. Father André replied that Sister Annella was to suffer “for the entire generation.”
	“I offer my sufferings as a prayer. If God had wanted me to pray, He would have given me the ability.” Sister Annella

	OFFERING EVERYTHING TO JESUS THROUGH MARY
	“I feared that the pain might become so great that I might forget to make an offering of it, so I gave it all to the Blessed Virgin Mary to take care of for me, so that nothing of it would be lost.”  Sister Annella

	THE FINAL SUFFERING OF SISTER ANNELLA
	Sister Annella endured a mysterious illness, a severe skin disease, and painful stomach problems that left her unable to eat much. Her skin condition brought violent chills, high fevers, intense itching, and the loss of large amounts of skin each day. Amid her suffering, she would pray, “All for Jesus. All for Jesus.” She died on August 14, 1926, at the age of 26.

	SISTER ANNELLA’S BURIAL SITE
	Sister Annella is buried at St. Benedict’s Monastery Cemetery in St. Joseph, Minnesota, and the cemetery is open to all.

	OPENING MASS FOR THE CAUSE OF CANONIZATION
	On October 9, 2025, the Opening Mass and First Session of the Diocesan Inquiry of the Servant of God Annella Zervas was held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Crookston, Minnesota.

	“SERVANT OF GOD”
	At the opening Mass, Monsignor Robert Sarno announced that Sister Annella is now a Servant of God, and that the investigation into her life for beatification and canonization is now underway.

	CANONIZATION PROCESS
	Servant of God – A cause is opened after a person’s death; the Church begins investigating their life and virtues.
	Venerable – The Pope declares the person lived a life of heroic virtue after reviewing evidence.
	Beatification (Blessed) – Requires one verified miracle attributed to the person’s intercession (except martyrs). The person can be publicly honored.
	Canonization (Saint) – Requires a second verified miracle after beatification. The Pope officially declares the person a saint of the universal Church.
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	From Left-Brother Scott Partin; Fr. John Schmidt, Pastor, St. Alphonsus; Fr. Kevin Zubel, Provincial Superior- Denver Province and Mass Celebrant; and Fr. Aaron Meszaros, Vicar Provincial-Denver Province.
	All Redemptorists (CSsR)


	PROFESSION OF PERPETUAL VOWS
	ON FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
	by Maureen Collins
	On August 15, 2026, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Frater (Brother) Scott Partin professed perpetual vows as a Redemptorist at Saint Alphonsus Catholic Church in Brooklyn Center, MN. This blessed event began with a Rosary Procession, organized by the parish Latino ministry, walking and praying around the perimeter of the St. Alphonsus campus. The Feast of the Assumption fell on a Saturday this year, so the Profession of Final Vows was held during the Saturday evening anticipatory Mass.
	The choir led the congregation in the beautifully sung Litany of the Saints. The Redemptorist Order has a tradition of conducting professions of perpetual vows, and diaconal and priestly ordinations at a standard Mass in Redemptorist parishes. The parishioners are often quite surprised when accidentally stumbling upon one of these very special Masses. Many parishioners say that attending a Mass like this has been their favorite Mass experience of all time.
	Frater Partin looks forward to his ordination to the diaconate in late September and receiving the Sacred Order of the Presbyterate in 2027. He follows in the footsteps of his older brother Lamar, who is also a Redemptorist Priest.
	Frater Scott Partin was raised in New Orleans, where he began volunteering at the National Shrine of Blessed Xavier Seelos. His experiences there inspired him to learn more about the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (also known as the Redemptorist order), which he officially joined in 2018.



	BROTHER
	PAUL
	JOSEPH
	JONES
	Final Profession of Vows to
	Franciscan Brothers of the Renewal
	The CFR’s were founded on April 28, 1987 in the Archdiocese of New York by a group of Capuchin friars to respond to a desire to work more definitively for personal & communal renewal and the ongoing reform of the church. In imitation of St. Francis of Assisi, the friars seek to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, as a prophetic witness that life is a pilgrimage to the Father, of faith, hope, and love of God and neighbor, made possible by the Holy Spirit.
	Brother Paul Joseph Jones family members attend St. Paul in Ham Lake and had early ties to St. Charles Borromeo Parish. Brother Paul’s brother Is Fr. Colin Jones and cousin is Fr. Sebastian Spencer, both diocesan priests in the Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis.
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	PRAY AND THEY WILL COME
	by Carrie Pomeroy
	One of the 5 P's of new membership is prayer. Can you join us in praying the nine day rosary Novena to Our Lady of the Rosary for new membership? Starting on 9/29 and ending on 10/7 the feast of our Lady of the Rosary.
	My dearest Mother Mary, behold me, your child, in prayer at your feet. Accept this Holy Rosary, which I offer you in accordance with your requests at Fatima, as proof of my tender love for you, for the intentions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in atonement for the offenses committed against your Immaculate Heart, and for this special favor which I earnestly request in my Rosary Novena: for new membership in our Serra club.
	I beg you to present my petition to your Divine Son. If you will pray for me, I cannot be refused. I know, dearest Mother, that you want me to seek God's Holy Will concerning my request. If what I ask for should not be granted, pray that I may receive that which will be of greater benefit to my soul.
	I offer you this spiritual Bouquet of Roses because I love you. I put all my confidence in you since your prayers before God are most powerful. For the greater glory of God and for the sake of Jesus, your loving Son, hear and grant my prayer. Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation.
	Mother Mary, mother of all vocations,
	pray for us!
	St Joseph, protector of all families,
	Pray for us!
	St. Junipero Serra, patron of all Serrans,
	Pray for us!
	St. John Marie Vianney, patron of parish priests,
	pray for us!
	St. Charles Borromeo, patron of seminarians,
	pray for us!
	The Rosary is prayed for nine consecutive days.
	A unique club ... no rules, no fees, no meetings, and no newsletters.  Each member chooses one date  in the month and offers Mass on that day for Church vocations.  At this Mass, the member prays for all priests, sisters, brothers, and deacons who have served in the parish in the past, for those who are now serving, and that future Church vocations will be forthcoming from the parish.
	Anyone can join.  Just pick a date.  Then, each month for the next year, offer your Mass on that date.
	With thanks to Betty Litchy for updating the North-Minneapolis Thirty-One Club list of Serrans offering Mass, specifically for Church Vocations on a designated day each month. The updated calendar as of August 2026 follows:
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	SEMINARIAN FAMILY PICNIC
	Hosted by Serrans for the Archdiocese
	by Judie Collodora and Ken Cobian
	On Tuesday, August 11, four members of our North-Minneapolis Serra Club, Tom and Carrie Pomeroy, Ken Cobian, and Judie Collodora, joined with other Serra Club members to host the annual Seminarian/Family Picnic at Highland Park picnic reserve in St. Paul. The Serra Clubs again provided the food and beverages and helped set up the event.
	Our new District Governor, Kathleen Randolph, thanked those involved and Archdiocesan Vocation Director, Fr. Mark Pavlak, gave the Blessing of the Food.
	Many Seminarians, their parents, and siblings attended and from the volume in the room, ALL were having a good time! It was such a fun, relaxed atmosphere and there was much sharing amongst families and Serra members. I think the support for parents, who are new to the "journey" of following their sons through seminary education and formation, was important.
	Once again, Serran Emeritus, Lorri Kaas, and her husband, Fran, picked up the refreshments and ice and delivered them to the picnic for our North-Minneapolis contribution to the festivities. We are very grateful to them for this help over the past five years and have enrolled them in our Memorial Book for remembrance in monthly Masses and prayers.
	This was a very joyful event with a lot of conversation and laughter among the attendees. One of the seminarians, who was recently honored at our Seminarian Awards dinner last March, approached, along with his mother, to thank us for the Serra monetary award and for being recognized at this event, which meant a lot to him.  We look forward to next year's gathering and renewing friendships.
	Please keep in your prayers:
	Jean Buchmann
	Bonnie Conroy
	Larry Gillespie
	Esther Guzik
	*Virginia Krawczynski
	Michaeline Loomis
	Denis Madden
	**Donald Marah
	Jackie Pavlak
	Jack Quesnell
	Tim & Jenni Regan
	Joellyn Soler
	Joe Spano
	Jerry Swanson
	Johnnie Swanson
	Mary Szydlik
	Marlene Tacheny
	Jean Buchman
	Bonnie Conroy
	Larry Gillespie
	Esther Guzik
	*Virginia Krawczynski
	**Katherine Lager
	Michaeline Loomis
	Dennis Madden
	***Don Marah
	Lorrie Morse
	Jackie Pavlak
	Jack Quesnell
	Tom Silver
	Joe Spano
	Mary Szydlik
	Marlene Tacheny
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	CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
	What does this mean? It means that our prayer is only perfected in obedience to the commandments: First that we should love the Lord our God with all our mind, our soul, and our strength, but second, that we should love our neighbor as ourselves.
	For just as we are called sons of the Most High by adoption through the Son, Jesus Christ, so Our Heavenly Father yearns to gather to Himself yet many more children. For it is in His heart that all men be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (cf. 1 Timothy 2:4).
	Thus, when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, let us keep in mind both the promise and hope, that we and all are made to be like God, Our Father.


	BECOMING
	SAINTS
	PRAYING TO
	OUR FATHER
	by Fr. Michael Panka
	“Lord, teach us to pray.” (Luke 11:1). The apostles asked Jesus how to pray. His response was the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.
	The Our Father teaches many lessons about prayer, but its first two lessons are contained in its first and second words. Our Father—these two words are rich in revelation. For God is not just Master, He is not just Creator, He is not just omnipotent Ruler—He is also Father. And not just Jesus’ Father. Not just my Father. But, our Father.
	What is a father? One of the Latin words for father is genitor. It means “he who begets.” And what the genitor begets is genitus, that is, “begotten.”
	Brothers and sisters, when we call God, Our Father, we are saying that we are begotten by Him. This has a two-fold significance. For what is begotten comes forth from and should also return to the one who begat it. One of the best images of this profound relationship is the image of a father holding his child. In such an image we see that the child who comes forth from his father is not abandoned.
	This is as it should be. For it is in the nature of true fatherhood that a father be for his son a foundation and a guide of his growth and of his flourishing. In other words, it is a healthy child who is able to say to his father, “Daddy, I want to be just like you when I grow up.”
	Just so do we say to our heavenly Father each time we pray the Lord’s Prayer: “Father in Heaven, I want to be like Thee. Shape me in Thine own image. Make me like Thyself in love.” In short, “Father, make me a saint.” For the saint is like his Father.
	But here we must return to that other word “our.” Again, God is not just my Father, but our Father. God is the progenitor of many children, and all are dear to Him. How, then, can we be like Him, how can we be saints, if we do not love what He loves.

	SPIRITUAL BENEFITS
	FOR SERRANS
	BOARD BRIEFS
	Serra Meetings for  September, October, and November will all be on the 2nd Tuesday of the Month:
	September 8
	October 13
	November 10
	The Christmas Party is planned for Wednesday, December 23
	Visit our NEW Website:
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